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The unit itself features a lightweight, ergonomic design with powerful lithium ion battery as well as 
mains power operation. It also has an emergency stop switch and an impressive three year warranty.

Right now, Reece is offering a package that includes the Romax tool, all three heads, lithium ion 
battery and carry case. So if you’ve been thinking about upgrading to a new tool, now you have no 
more excuses. Whether you go for the Romax Compact or the more powerful Romax 3000, they’ll 
literally save you hours of work every week. And that’s as good as money in your pocket.

Next time you’re at a Reece branch, be sure to ask for a demo. We’ll show you how easy it is to use 
the Romax tool with each of the three crimp systems.

Visit the Reece YouTube channel at   
www.youtube.com/user/ReeceAustralia  
to watch the videos on installing and maintaining your Romax tool.

The Rothenberger Romax tool is fast becoming a favourite of plumbers 
and the reasons for owning one just keep stacking up. The innovative, 
interchangeable head design makes the Romax compatible with the three 
leading crimp systems on the market - Auspex, Duopex and Conex >B< 
Press. And this versatility makes it the tool you want to own.
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When customers think about their bathrooms, the toilet is usually not at the top of their list in terms of aesthetics 
and innovation. But what if you could offer them a toilet that is design-led, technologically advanced, easy to install, 
more hygienic and may even reduce their scrubbing time?

The beauty of innovation

Well, now you can. Toilet technology has reached 
its pinnacle, with leading European bathroom 
brand Roca introducing two new toilets – 
both world-firsts for residential use – that are 
revolutionising our bathroom experience. 

Introducing the Meridian In-Tank and The Gap 
Rimless toilet suites – the latest in breakthrough 
toilet innovations that are making our homes 
smarter, our bathrooms cleaner and our  
lives easier.

You’re no doubt familiar with a toilet with an 
in-wall cistern, but what about a toilet that 
incorporates every element into the pan?  
The Meridian In-Tank is a world-first all-in-one 
solution that integrates the cistern and button 
into the pan – that means easier installation for 
the plumber, and a smoother process for the 
customer. Unlike traditional in-wall toilet designs, 
the Meridian In-Tank can be installed on solid 
brick wall and is a great space-saving option for 
small bathrooms. 

Next, enter The Gap Rimless, set to become the 
future standard in toilet suites as seen at the ISH 
Bathroom Fair earlier this year. The ultimate in 
cleanliness and hygiene, the innovative rimless 
pan flushes from a single point, allowing for 
a design that is a continuous surface free of 
edged angles, grooves or gaps. The unique 
design allows water to circulate along the inner 
perimeter of the pan, flowing smoothly from the 
upper perimeter and moving in a circular motion 
toward the lower outlet. This means dirt is quickly 
removed rather than building up – so it’s more 
hygienic and easier to clean. 

So next time you’re talking toilets with your 
customers, make technology, hygiene, design 
and ease of installation part of the conversation. 
They’ll thank you for it.

The Meridian In-Tank and The Gap Rimless 
will be available in November - check out the 
latest in toilet innovation at your local Reece 
Bathroom store.

Meridian In-Tank

The Gap Rimless

The Gap Rimless flushes from a single point, allowing 
water to circulate along the inner perimeter of the pan, 

flowing smoothly from the upper perimeter and moving in 
a circular motion toward the lower outlet. 

The Meridian In-Tank integrates the 
cistern and button seamlessly into 

the pan and combined with Roca’s 
Soft Air® technology, allows for an 

efficient, quiet flush.

New York’s Statue 
of Liberty gets full 
trenchless treatment
Home to America’s most beloved statue, one of the country’s most popular 
tourist destinations, New York’s Liberty Island, will receive trenchless 
treatment to upgrade its water and sewage lines. 

The new design will use Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) to install 731 metre long water and 
sewer lines through the bedrock of New York Harbour. More than 900 metres of water pipe and 
almost a kilometre of sewer force main will be installed using pipe-bursting techniques within  
Liberty State Park. 

Engineering firm Hatch Mott McDonald (HMM) began working on the project in 2012, designing 
replacements for the existing water and sewer lines that were last updated in 1997. 

HMM performed eight geotechnical borings to determine the quality of bedrock, recommended the 
use of conductor castings on each end of the HDD crossings and designed temporary systems to 
maintain service during construction.

Unlike usual trenchless operations, the project is particularly challenging due to the limited 
construction area on the island and the costly risk of any problems encountered. With more than 
four million paying visitors each year, HMM along with Liberty State Park and Liberty Island have 
done well to keep the Island open for business and maintain visitor access during construction. 

Source: 
www.trenchlessinternational.com 
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Getting 
to know 
you 

Marcus Hand recently made 
the move from our Mount 
Wellington store and is now 
Branch Manager at Victoria 
Park. He fills us in on his role 
at Reece and the difference 
between working at each store.

Q:  Tell us a bit about yourself 
and your role at Reece.

I’ve been with Reece for nine years and 
have been the Manager at Victoria Park 
store for six months, where I manage  
12 staff.

Q: Highlights of the job?

There are plenty of highlights in this job. 
Every morning, the team gets together 
and tells a daily joke – we all have a 
laugh (or not!) and it’s a good team 
building exercise. Another highlight for 
me is getting out to see the customers 
and having a coffee in their workshop 
to talk business – it’s a nice way to 
bond with your customers when they’re 
relaxed in their own environment. 

Q:  Differences between 
each store?

At Mount Wellington, we were working 
with residential plumbers, whereas 
Victoria Park customers are mainly 
industrial plumbers. In that sense, it’s 
been a great opportunity to become 
experienced in serving both sides of the 
trade. I’m also managing a new team of 
enthusiastic and hard-working individuals 
who teach me new things everyday.

Q:  Plans for the next 
12 months?

A major goal is supporting my team to 
upskill in areas they’d like to improve 
in. It’s important to me that my staff 
members are happy to come to work 
and a big part of this is making sure they 
get everything they want out of their role. 

We also want to tap into new markets 
that we’re not currently reaching and 
continue growing our relationships with 
the building and construction industry.

Find great 
staff, then 
keep them

 Top tips for hiring 

Word of mouth

Asking around within the industry is an effective,  
low cost option. Word of mouth references from 
trusted sources are an ideal way to find reliable  
and hard-working tradies.

Training bodies and associations

Contact key training bodies like Master Plumbers, 
Gasfitters & Drainlayers NZ or Apprenticeship 
Training Trust (ATT). Some of these entities may also 
have work placements and experience opportunities 
and they can give you an idea of the person’s work 
ethic before you hire.

Employment agencies
You can always engage an employment agency 
that specialises in trades. These organisations have 
experience in providing the best match for your 
business, but keep in mind this can be costly.

Apprenticeships

Bringing on apprentices is a great way to nurture and 
grow loyal staff to fit your business.

Of course, once you’ve found them, you have to 
keep them. So here are a few ideas for keeping 
staff engaged.

Top tips for retaining staff 

Reward hard work

A simple ‘thanks’ can go a long way and really show 
your appreciation to staff when they have worked 
hard on a particular job.

Mix old with new

If your company is big enough, include different 
generations on teams to get a better perspective 
on solving a problem. A good idea can come from 
anywhere!

Empower your team

Expose staff to different aspects of your business 
so they understand the bigger picture and take 
ownership of day-to-day issues. This will also build 
trust within the team. To make good decisions, they 
need all the facts.

Offer further training

Help your staff to learn new skills in key areas 
of interest and provide career advancement 
opportunities.

So get working on hiring and retaining the right 
employees today.

*The New Zealand Sectors Report 2013, Construction

Finding good staff is always a challenge but when the  
economy is strong, it can be even more difficult. 

New Zealand’s construction industry is one of the largest sectors in the  
economy, employing 171,000 people (over 7% of the workforce)* so it’s  
now more important than ever to fulfill the demand with skilled trade workers.  
With this in mind, here are some tips on how to find – and keep – great staff.

Handy apps for handy work

Business management
For those who want a business plan but don’t 
know where to begin, StratPad is a good first 
step. It’s an all-in-one management tool that 
guides you though the process of building a 
business plan. Once built, you can easily share 
the plan with your staff and monitor  
their progress. 

StratPad was named one of Forbes’ top 10 
business apps in 2013 and is available on iPad, 
desktop or laptop – and it’s free!

Traffic updates
For tradies who spend much of their time on 
the road, the NZ Traffic app is a must-have. 
The free app lets you view the traffic situation in 
Auckland, Hamilton, Christchurch, Wellington 
and Dunedin in real time. It’s also linked to traffic 
cameras, so you can view congested areas and 
plan the quickest route to a job. The NZ Traffic 
app is available on Android only. 

Find nearby amenities
If you regularly find yourself in unfamiliar 
locations, AroundMe is a useful addition to your 
toolbox. AroundMe identifies your position using 
a GPS-integrated search system to find services 
you need, such as banks, service stations, 
parking and medical centres. You can even use 
the café search to find the nearest food and 
coffee shops. The app is free and available for 
iPhone, iPad and Android.

Job management
Keep track of what’s happening in your 
business with GeoOp, a free job dispatch and 
mobile workforce management system. The 
program allows you to see how many jobs are 
in progress or on hold, monitor where your staff 
are located, and the work they’re carrying out. 

GeoOp also takes care of job reports, 
timesheets, scheduling jobs and electronic 
signatures. Get it on Apple and Android devices.

Fergus is another great app for helping you stay 
on top of your business, and is available as a 
Web App on computer or on iPhone and iPad. 
Whether you’re in the office, on-site or on the 
road, Fergus provides you with the tools and 
systems you need to manage your business. 
From job management to merchant invoicing 
to timesheets and scheduling, Fergus is built 
by tradespeople, for tradespeople and works 
with a wide range of services and suppliers, 
including Xero and MYOB.

Mobile office – all in one
Tradies is a must-have for anyone in the 
construction game. Tradies provides quick and 
easy site diaries, orders, invoicing, quoting, 
purchase orders, site instructions and more. 
Tradies is free to download, but you pay for 
each section you need. Tradies is available on 
iPhone, iPad and Android.

Let one of the above tools be your right 
hand man – it will mean you can do what 
you do best, and let an app do the rest.  

Paperwork. It’s a word that makes most tradies cringe. After a long, hectic 
day on the job, the last thing you want to do is get down to the nitty gritty 
of numbers, admin and planning.
But here’s the good news. There’s an app for almost everything these days, and many of these are for tradies. 
Half the hassle is sifting through the apps to separate the good ones from the bad, so we’ve done the heavy 
lifting for you. Here are the best-in-field apps and software to help you run your business more efficiently, with 
less paperwork and less headaches!



For the full list of price changes or if you have any queries, please see your 
Reece Branch Manager or visit www.reece.co.nz for further updates.
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In The Pipeline 
Products for smarter plumbing
Plumbing is changing and there’s a lot more to it than pipes, trenches and 
taps. In The Pipeline keeps you up-to-date on a wide range of products.

 

Conex has just released three new fittings designed to 
make it easy to connect to any of the major PEX systems 
including Auspex, Duopex and Rehau. 
The new connectors deliver unrivalled flexibility when it comes to adapting new 
piping to existing systems. The >B< Press adaptors are available from 15-25mm 
for all three systems and they’ll help to save you time on every job.

Available at your local Reece store. Pop in to find out more.

Conex >B< Press  
A fitting end to every job

Supplier Products % Increase Date Effective

Everbuild Australasia Hardware products 3.5% 1 September 2015
Methven Tapware 4% 1 September 2015
Orion Distributors Plumbing miscellaneous Various % 1 September 2015
Smail & Co Bathroom fixtures 2-5% 1 September 2015
Zenith Heaters Boilers, chillers & spares Various % 1 September 2015
Aquatica NZ Tapware & sinks 10% 1 October 2015
Burns & Ferrall Sinks & troughs 7.5% 1 October 2015
Greens Global Tapware  4% 1 October 2015
Iplex Pipelines NZ Plastic pipes & fittings 5-7% 1 October 2015
Marley New Zealand Roofing products 2-9% 1 October 2015
Waterware Group Plumbing miscellaneous 5-7% 1 October 2015

Main Price Changes

The 
Crack

Sit or 
squat?
The truth about 
the way we go 
‘number two’ 
The toilet may be a great place to 
check your Facebook or read the 
paper, but if you’re using it for its 
intended purposes, you’re probably 
doing it all wrong.

According to microbiologist Giulia Enders’ 
latest book, The Truth About Poo, the flush 
toilet was introduced in the 16th century 
only for royalty, but while sitting on the 
‘throne’ may seem more dignified, this toilet 
design is against our anatomy. 

Here’s the deal: when you sit, your pelvic 
floor chokes the rectum (think: a kinked 
hose) making it harder for your body to do 
what it needs to do. This causes you to 
strain your abdomen, which can lead to 
an array of gut issues, from constipation to 
bowel diseases. 

When you squat (like people in many Asian 
countries do), you relax the pelvic floor 
muscles allowing the rectum to be straight 
and ‘open the hatch completely’ for waste 
to exit the body. 

Before you tear up the toilet and dig a hole 
in the ground to squat over, you can achieve 
the ‘squatting position’ by placing your feet 
on a step stool and leaning forward. 

So, next time you head to the loo, think 
twice about the way you go ‘number two’. 
Your gut will thank you for it.

Source: www.theguardian.com 

NZ finalist Best in Nation at 
WorldSkills competition 2015
New Zealand’s top tradie Adam de Pass was recently awarded Best in Nation and four other team mates were 
awarded Medals of Excellence at the 43rd WorldSkills International Competition, held at the Anhembi Convention 
Centre in São Paulo, Brazil from 11 to 16 August.

Held every two years, the WorldSkills Competition is the largest vocational 
education and skills excellence competition in the world, bringing together more 
than 1300 tradies from 73 countries. 

Adam and his fellow tradies beat hundreds of other competitors at the country 
level to form New Zealand’s highly skilled 15-member team - the Tool Blacks. 
After a hard fought competition and a nail-biting finale, the championship 
resulted in our Plumbing competitor Adam being awarded Best in Nation and a 
Medal of Excellence. Christopher Robertson, Cameron Shailer, Luke Tahurangi 
and Michael Benson were all also awarded Medals of Excellence.

After the excitement of the competition and the final awards ceremony, the 
competitors got down to serious business, enjoying the glittering closing 
ceremony and celebrating with the spirit of ‘Carnival’ as only the Brazilians 
know how. 

Congratulations to the entire Tool Blacks team on a job well done!

Receive a free Reece hoodie with every 
purchase of a Rothenberger Romax Compact 
Press or 3000 Tool Kit. Until stocks last.

ONE TOOL
THREE SYSTEMS
ONE HOODIE


