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YOU’D BE HARD 
PRESSED TO  
BEAT CONEX

The Conex >B< Press range has long been a 
favourite of plumbers around the world. So we’re 
excited to announce the eagerly awaited release 

of the Conex >B< Press range in New Zealand.

See inside for the full story.
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The recent ISH bathroom fair, the biggest fair of its kind in the world, had plenty to show us 

in the way of new innovations in plumbing, building, energy, heating and cooling. The fair, 

which takes place in Frankfurt, Germany every two years, attracts around 200,000  

visitors from around the world over four days. 

ISH is a really important event as it 
helps us to identify where plumbing is 
heading in the next 5 to 10 years and 
ensures we’re providing you with the 
right products and tools to keep you  
at the forefront of the industry. 

One of the great things about ISH is 
that many of the European brands you 
know and love like Conex Bänninger, 
Rothenberger, Arco, Roca, Laufen, 
Geberit and Rehau use the event as a 
vehicle to launch their latest products, 
allowing us to identify potential 
opportunities to bring them to  
the New Zealand market. 

There were a number of key themes 
highlighted at this year’s event, 
particularly around innovative installation 
techniques, connectivity and the 
continued focus on safety and quality. 

Here are some of the products and 
themes that really stood out to us:

Copper press: Conex Bänninger’s 
versatile >B< Press fittings are known 
for their ability to provide secure, long 
life and leak proof joints. The trend 
towards copper press is showing no 
signs of slowing and now represents 
more than 80% of the market  
in Germany. 

Energy conservation: one of the 
key themes for ISH 2015 was energy 
efficiency and we saw this in the 
form of alternate energy sources and 
more energy efficient products and 
solutions. This was highlighted across 
all segments but was more evident  
in the areas of hot water and  
pump technology. 

Technology: another key discovery 
was the leading role technology plays 
in the development of new plumbing 
products and tools. We saw lots 
of examples of the integration of 
communications technology with 
mobile apps to give the user greater 
control and more information about 
performance than ever before. We saw 
a great example of this in action with 
Rothenberger’s drain inspection camera 
which allows you to record information 
directly onto your iPhone via an App. 

Installation speed: we saw lots 
of new products that offer speed 
and efficiency to make installation 
quicker, while not compromising on 
performance. The speed of installation 
of copper press fittings was a good 
example of this.

ISH 2015  
Frankfurt Germany
We give you the low-down on the 
future of plumbing products

The innovative new Conex >B< Press copper fitting system is here. It’s fast, reliable and 
easy to install. It can be used on a wide range of applications. And most importantly,  
it’s going to transform your business.
Famous for quality, Conex Bänninger has been 
one of Europe’s leading manufacturers of copper 
fittings for over 100 years. Conex Bänninger is 
an ISO 9000 quality assured company and their 
versatile jointing systems continue to set the 
standard in the industry.

In just over one hundred years, Conex has 
produced over 10 billion copper fittings, building its 
reputation for precision European manufacturing, 
backed by first-class customer service.

Conex Bänninger’s >B< Press is a versatile press 
fitting system for use with hard, half hard or 
annealed copper tube, providing a secure,  
life-long, leak-proof joint.

Available in all Reece Plumbing branches in 
Auckland, Conex >B< Press features a number  
of enhancements, designed to save you time  
and money on every job.

The slimline design gives an aesthetically pleasing 
finish, and permanent joint crimping of both sides 

of deep-set O-rings ensures a secure, permanent 
joint that can’t be tampered with. The unique 
pressing indicator in the O-ring shows leaks at low 
pressures when fittings are not correctly pressed. 
The fittings are WaterMark approved and certified 
to AS3688, giving you and your customers  
total peace of mind.

To make Conex >B< Press even more versatile, 
we’ve also teamed up with Rothenberger to 
develop a unique tool that allows you to produce a 
quality joint every time. And to make sure you get 

the most out of this innovative product, our staff 
has been trained in its use, so they’ll be able to 
answer any queries you may have.

When you choose Conex >B< Press, you also 
enjoy a huge 25 year warranty. And this is your 
ultimate guarantee against faults caused by 
defective manufacture of the fittings when  
installed by a licensed plumber.

For more information speak to your Branch 
Manager or visit www.reece.co.nz

Conex 
>B< Press 
Fit fast. Fit well.
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Getting 
to know 
you 

Meet Benjamin Rawlings. 

He’s been with Reece for 

about four years now and was 

recently appointed to the role 

of Branch Manager at our 

Mount Wellington store. We 

catch up with Ben to find out 

what the hot topics are down 

at his branch.

Q:  Tell us a bit about yourself 
and your role at Reece.

I originally started out at Reece’s Glenfield 
branch where I worked my way up to 
Second-In-Charge before moving to 
Mount Wellington. I took on the role of 
Branch Manager in December last year.

Q: Highlights of the job?

I really like being able to help out our 
plumbers when they’re in a difficult spot. 
I think that’s what sets us apart – it’s a 
good feeling to always be able to say 
‘yes’ and deliver on that promise. I also 
really enjoy sourcing difficult-to-find 
products, or products I’ve never heard of 
before. It’s a good learning opportunity 
and usually means we can help our 
customers find just what they need.

Q:  What’s the hot topic 
among your customers?

The big topic at the moment is our recent 
launch of the >B< Press system for 
crimp copper. We’ve had a lot of interest 
in this and we’re really excited about its 
potential in the New Zealand market. 
It’s definitely the game changer for the 
copper market. It’s what people have 
been looking for and we’ve already had 
customers dive straight into it.

Q:  Plans for the next 
12 months?

My main goal is to continue to help our 
existing customers with things like rapid 
delivery service, use our strong branch 
network to everyone’s advantage, and 
expand our existing customer base. 
Since I took on the role, we’ve added 
another ute to our delivery fleet and 
expanded our team. It has allowed us to 
continue to grow and improve what we 
do for our customers day-to-day.

Golden skills 
for NZ tradie
The inaugural WorldSkills Oceania 
Competition kicked off in New 
Zealand recently and the competition 
was tough. Over 103 participants 
from Australia, Malaysia, Korea, India, 
Canada, China and New Zealand 
competed for glory in 30 disciplines.

The competition gives competitors under 23 the 
opportunity to compete in their trade, while fast 
tracking their skills and career development. 

Known as the Tool Blacks, the New Zealand team 
was all business. Under incredible pressure, it all 
came down to the last few seconds to determine  

who would be selected to represent their country at 
the 43rd WorldSkills Competition in Sao Paulo, Brazil.

When all the marks were added up, Adam de Pass 
from New Zealand was the Gold medal winner of 
the Plumbing and Heating section. Australia’s Dylan 
Di Martino took silver medal with bronze awarded to 
Ken Howe of Canada.

21-year-old Adam said the competition has given 
him a new confidence in his abilities and he is 
determined to focus on achieving his highest 
standard at the WorldSkills competition in Brazil. A 
big congratulations to Adam – we’re looking forward 
to seeing his golden skills in practice in Brazil! 

For more information about the WorldSkills 
competition, visit www.worldskills.org/what/
competitions/

SMART TIPS FOR USING MY ACCOUNT
Today, more than ever, you need to be responsive to customer needs. And often 
that means pricing jobs, generating quotes and ordering products very quickly. 

In the last issue, we highlighted a few of the great features My Account has to 
offer. Here, we delve into the My Products section of My Account – designed to 
help you do the jobs you need to do, simply and speedily.

My Products will save 
you time every day

Search easily
In the My Products section, you can search for any Reece product, refining  
your search by recent purchases, categories or brands. You can also view  
your Competitive Market Price for every product.

Reece quotes
Once you’re happy with your product list, you can request a Reece Quote 
online, by phone or in-store. Your quote will then be sent to you via My Account.

Place online orders
When you’re ready to buy, both product lists and quotes can be instantly converted 
to online orders. Automated confirmations are sent by SMS or email. And you can 
choose to pick up your order from a branch or have it delivered to site.

Create product lists
You can rapidly select products and add them to a product list. You can maintain 
any number of lists and save them for future use. And you can download them, 
email them or print them in a matter of seconds.

So start using My Products in My Account to increase your productivity instantly.



GRAB A ReeCE 
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For the full list of price changes or if you have any queries, please see your 
Reece Branch Manager or visit www.reece.co.nz for further updates.
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In The Pipeline 
Products for smarter plumbing
Plumbing is changing and there’s a lot more to it than pipes, trenches and 
taps. In The Pipeline keeps you up-to-date on a wide range of products.

 

Franke waste disposers offer unrivalled 
convenience, quickly and easily freeing the 
kitchen of unsightly and unhygienic organic 
household waste.
Franke offers two great models depending on the 
household’s needs. The WD50R delivers 0.5 horsepower 
while the more powerful FWD75R delivers 0.75 horsepower 
and comes with sound insulation for quieter operation. 

Whichever model you choose, Franke waste disposers are 
highly compact, taking up minimal under bench space. 
What’s more, their rock solid reliability will offer many years 
of trouble free use – all supported with a 5 year  
domestic use warranty.  

Key features include:

•	 	Stainless	steel	grinding	mechanism	for	efficient	 
disposal of food waste

•	 Continuous	operating	feed

•	 	An	air	switch	is	included	with	the	Franke	FWD75R

•	 	Clip	easy	to	close	with	one	hand	without	tools

•	 	Optimised	noise	insulation	with	rubber	lining

Franke Waste Disposal

To find out more visit www.reece.co.nz

Supplier Products % Increase Date Effective

Foreno Tapware Tapware Various % 1 June 2015

Hansen Products Irrigation fittings & pressure pipe 4-15% 1 July 2015

Kohler New Zealand Shower enclosures & accessories 3-5.5% 1 July 2015

Main Price Changes

The 
Crack

Power 
your phone 
with poo 
– no sh*t!
It’s true that toilets are getting 
smarter by the second – think 
automatic flushing, touch-button 
tunes and a warm seat to boot. 
But can a toilet power your house 
and charge your mobile phone? 

The answer is yes! A team of researchers 
at Cranfield University in the UK are taking 
the humble loo to the next level, inventing a 
water-free toilet that uses human waste to 
produce electricity.

How on earth does it work? Well, once 
your business is done and the toilet lid 
closed, the bowl’s unique water-free 
rotating mechanism kicks in, transporting 
the human waste into a holding tank. The 
tank not only acts as an odour barrier to 
prevent bad smells, but contains a ‘nano 
membrane’ that separates the water 
molecules from the solid waste 
and pathogens.

The water collected is suitable for washing, 
cleaning and even irrigation purposes. 
Meanwhile the solid waste is transported 
into a gasifier which converts it all to ash 
and energy – the energy that can then 
power your home and mobile device.

Named the ‘nano membrane toilet’ for 
its unique water and waste separation 
device, the toilet is being developed with 
funding from the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation. “It is a household toilet that 
produces clean water and manageable, 
pathogen-free, disposable waste… it’s 
small enough to fit in someone’s home 
and there’s even a little bit of energy left 
over to charge a mobile phone,” says PhD 
student Jake Larsson, a member of the 
project team.

The possibilities for such a multi-tasking 
toilet are pretty exciting. Because it 
doesn’t need sewerage pipes or water 
supply, it becomes a real option for 
developing countries. It’s also the kind of 
toilet that you could put on a luxury yacht, 
or install at a music festival. Whether 
you’re on the water, or in the middle of 
a gig, you hold the power to keep your 
phone fully charged.

Source: www.news.com.au

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN THE ULTIMATE 
FISHING CHARTER IS BACK.
Purchase a complete Rinnai or HJ Cooper by Rinnai appliance 
on a Reece trade account from 8 June to 31 August and 
automatically go in the draw to win one of nine ‘Reel in a ripper’ 
fishing charter experiences and a host of smaller prizes. 

AVOID 
TOOL 
ENVY


