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Features include:

Ability to track all of your deliveries 
As a tradie, there is nothing more important than knowing 
where your materials are and when they will land on site. Now 
you can simply jump on the My Account App from your smart 
phone and quickly fi nd out. 

View your account balance and invoices
Keeping track of your cash fl ow can be tricky, but Reece 
My Account can help you keep on top of what you owe and 
when. Now you can check your invoices and account balance 
from your phone wherever you are. 

Find your nearest store
If you need to pop into one of our stores and want to fi nd the 
one closest to you, simply use the store search function on 
the App and it’ll tell you where you can fi nd us.

We’ve made it even easier to use 
My Account with the development 
of an App available for download for 
iPhone and Android through the 
Apple Store or Google Play.

The App includes a range of features to ensure 
you have what you need to make your job easier 
and more effi cient.

Download the My Account App today!
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Ancient Plumbing in China’s Forbidden City has remained dry 
during the worst floods in nearly two decades.

This summer has seen heavy rains causing 
death, destruction and forced evacuations 
across the country.

But among all the chaos, Beijing’s Forbidden 
City’s has remained relatively dry and open to 
the public thanks to its genius 600-year-old 
plumbing design. The City was one of the few 
areas that remained open during recent floods, 
taking in 30,000 people seeking safety at the 
height of the storm. 

Built back in the Ming Dynasty in the early 
1400s, the plumbing is designed so floodwater 

can be drained in 20 minutes. Drains and 
other water fixtures are fitted artfully across 
the complex, working in tandem with elevated 
courtyards to direct water flow. Some of the 
drainage spouts are carved into dragonheads 
and heavy rains create the effect of thousands 
of dragons spitting water.

Locals have commented that with all our 
technological advances, modern drainage 
systems can’t beat the ancient schemes 
erected six centuries ago.

Source: https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/07/29/the-forbidden-citys-600-year-old-plumbing-
keeps-it-dry-as-the-rest-of-china-fl oods/
http://nextshark.com/plumbing-china-forbidden-city-fl oods/

Ancient plumbing 
beats the fl oods 

Shortly the company will release its most recent asset 
management plan (AMP), which will detail how Watercare 
plans to keep ahead of Auckland’s increasing demand for 
water and wastewater services over the next 20 years.

Watercare’s chief executive Raveen Jaduram says their 
networks currently have “capacity to allow 45,000 new homes 
to connect today,” which they will increase to 195,000 over 
the next decade.

Statistics New Zealand estimates population growth of 
700,000 over the next 30 years.

“We are building infrastructure as well as better utilising our 
existing assets,” says Jaduram. Almost half the $4.9 billion 
investment is allocated to support capacity for growth, such 
as a treatment plant, construction of new reservoirs, process 
upgrades, pump stations and pipelines. The other half will 
be invested in replacing and updating existing assets and 
improving service quality.

The Waikato Water Treatment Plant has been built specifi cally 
to support the need for future expansions and has already 
undergone two extensions to increase its capacity.

Increasing connectivity throughout the region will be a key 
strategic factor. Rather than creating a second reservoir at 
Pine Hill reservoir, an additional pump station and water 
main will be connected from the Albany Reservoir Complex, 
distributing higher volumes of water to Pine Hill reservoir.

“We are self-funded so almost 70 per cent of our investment 
will come from our customers and those who create growth,” 
explains Jaduram.

While the AMP is updated every year, this year its release 
includes supporting documents on the strategic plan for 
Auckland for the next 10-20 years.

Watercare has big plans for Auckland. With rising population rates and 195,000 
new homes, Watercare proposes a $4.9 billion spend on infrastructure projects 
to provide for its increasing network over the next 10 years.

Source: http://www.watercare.co.nz/about-watercare/news/Pages/-How-Watercare-plans-to-stay-ahead-of-Auckland-population-growth.aspx 

Watercare’s 
growing 
population plan 
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How can we lessen the 
environmental impact of the 
burgeoning air conditioning 
industry?
The world is embracing air conditioning 
technology at a wholesale rate with no sign of 
slowing down any time soon. 

While this trend is undeniably good news for 
the HVAC industry, a recent report from the 
US’s Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory 
investigates what this might mean for the planet.

Evidence from the report suggests that hundreds 
of millions of air conditioning units will be installed 

by 2030, with 1.6 billion to be installed by 2050. 
When greenhouse gas and electricity use is 
considered, that can be compared to adding 
several new countries to the world.

Lawrence Berkeley identifies two key ways to 
help reduce the environmental impact of this 
growth, both of which require commitment from 
the industry. First, is for all 197 United Nations 
member countries to agree to an approach on 
how to reduce hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) under 
the Montreal Protocol, and second, to make air 
conditioners more energy efficient. 

Improving air conditioner efficiency is 
technologically possible, and can have an 
enormous impact on peak demand for electricity 
going forward, according to the Lawrence 

Berkeley report. These efficient technologies are 
already available in some markets.

“Some mini split air conditioners available in Korea 
are already 50 per cent more energy efficient than 
the standard model on the market today,” the 
report states.

Findings also show that increasing air conditioner 
efficiency by just 30 per cent, and phasing out 
HFCs could effectively offset the construction of 
as many as 1,550 peak power plants.

A HFC reduction would work toward avoiding the 
equivalent of up to 100 billion tonnes of carbon 
dioxide and more than 0.5 degrees of global 
warming by 2050. 

Cool down your home 
without heating up the globe

Source: https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/horror-attack-unstoppable-air-conditioner-sandra-van-dijk

Getting
to know 
you 

Daniel Webb, 
Branch Manager at 
Reece New Lynn store

Q:  Tell us about yourself and 
your role at Reece.

I’ve been with Reece since 2001 and 
it’s been a fantastic fi fteen years. When 
Reece took over at Vic Park in 2006 I 
got promoted to assistant manager. 
I spent four years at Glenfi eld and the last 
three years as Branch Manager at New 
Lynn. Being so close to Reece for over 
a decade and a half means that Reece’s 
DNA is part of me in many ways. 

Q: Highlights of the job?
The most important highlight has to 
be building relationships with new 
customers. I’ve worked in plumbing 
since I was 16 and one of the things I 
noticed is that when Reece took over, 
there came plenty of opportunities for 
both customers and staff.

Q:  What is the most exciting 
thing about the New Lynn 
store?

When Reece decided to open a store 
in New Lynn, I have to admit that I 
was a bit dubious because of the level 
of competition in this area. However, 
I was mistaken. Customers love the 
Reece team we have here and we have 
captured the market. We are still 
growing every day with lots of 
development opportunities for staff 
and customer growth.

Q:  What’s the hot topic 
among your customers at 
the moment?

The Rinnai hot water promotion 
with the BBQ offer is currently going 
gangbusters. It’s been so popular that 
keeping up with demand is diffi cult. 

Q:  What are your plans for the 
next 12 months?

Over the next 12 months I want to grow 
our business by continuing to get new 
customers and develop our staff. We 
want to make sure that the customers 
we have been serving for 30 years are 
always satisfi ed for many years to come. 

Source: abc.com.au (http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-05-24/raw-sewage-contaminating-antarctic-ecosystem-researchers-say/7437170)

Researchers at Victoria 
University have designed 
a high-tech wastewater 
treatment system that can 
convert effluent into clean 
water. Currently housed in 
two shipping containers in 
Hobart, the system is set to 
be shipped to Davis Station 
in Antarctica this summer. 

The system has been developed in response to 
research which found that sewage from scientific 
bases in Antarctica is contaminating the ocean 
off the coast. The sewage is also affecting fish, 
seals, penguins and other marine creatures. 

Director of Victoria University’s Institute for 
Sustainability and Innovation, Professor Stephen 
Gray, is behind the advanced wastewater 
treatment and says the converted effluent will 
have minimal impact on the marine environment 
when discharged into the ocean. 

He says the project uses a combination of water 
treatment technologies to handle the specific 
challenges on the icy continent. “The system’s 
designed to function in rugged conditions, be 

simple to operate, have low maintenance needs 
and require a minimal amount of chemicals to 
run it,” he says.

The system, which uses macerated waste 
currently being pumped out to sea, can also 
produce drinkable water. Even better, recycling 
wastewater could save about 70 per cent of the 
energy currently used to make drinking water 
at Davis Station. However, research is currently 
being conducted to find out just how open 
expeditioners are to drinking recycled water.

The system is currently being tested at 
TasWater’s wastewater treatment plant and 
“can be operated remotely from Australia during 
the harsh Antarctic winter”, says Professor Gray.

Is Antarctica’s 
sewage problem 
solved?

30% HFCs+ = 1,550
offset the construction of

air conditioning 
efficiency increase

phase out PEAK POWER PLANTS



For the full list of price changes or if you have any queries, please see your 
Reece Branch Manager or visit reece.co.nz for further updates.

Supplier Products % Increase Date Effective

Dricon Cement 2.0% 1 September 2016

Galpro Brassware & hot water & heating spares Various % 1 September 2016

Sigma Sheetmetal Products Hot water units Various % 1 September 2016

Foreno Tapware Tapware 10% 1 October 2016

Shuk Engineering Distributors Plumbing miscellaneous - Denso products only Various % 1 October 2016

Main Price Changes

Possible water discolouration 
as pipes cleaned

Source: http://www.stuff.co.nz/manawatu-standard/
news/83204671/possible-water-discolouration-as-
pipes-cleaned

The
Crack

Pokémon 
Go – from 
the loo 
to you
It’s no secret that people love using 
their phones while in the bathroom. 
It’s a great way to pass time, catch 
up on the news and scroll through 
some feeds. But the increasing 
popularity in augmented reality 
app, Pokémon Go, is seeing more 
and more users taking their toilet 
scroll one step further. They’re now 
uploading screenshots of their latest 
captures – straight from the bowl.

The game enables the user to catch their very 
own Pokémon, and encourages them to go 
outside and explore the world in search of 
their next conquest. And yet, it seems that 
many Pikachus, Pidgeys and Charmanders 
are hanging out much closer to home. 

There have been sightings of Squirtles sitting 
on toilet lids, Digletts emerging from the 
drainpipes, and Weedles doing a … well, 
we’re sure you can guess! It even appears 
that some Pokémon are drinking directly from 
the water source, in need of a little hydration 
after a long, hard day of evading capture. 

With all this stalking, catching and hatching 
of prey, it’s safe to say that cubicle time is 
skyrocketing. What’s more, in this private 
space, there are no other trainers lurking to 
steal from under your nose – or at least we 
hope not!

Source: 
kotaku.com.au/2016/07/pokmongo-playerslove-
catching-monsters-on-their-toilets/
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Palmerston North City Council 
are preparing residents for 
potential discoloured water 
coming out of their taps after 
the council carried out a regular 
cleaning of the city’s pipes.

Slightly high iron and manganese content in the 
water and sediment build up in the pipes causes 
the discolouration.

Regular swabbing with a big sponge removes 
the sediment and minimises the risk of water 
discolouration. There is a small risk of discoloured 
water while the swabbing takes place and 48 
hours afterwards.

Residents connected to the council water supply 
are potentially affected by the swabbing. People 
who live in Ashhurst, Bunnythorpe, Kelvin Grove 
and Longburn are not.

When a pipe clean is taking place residents are 
advised to prevent discoloured water getting into 
their hot water cylinder by running their cold tap 

and checking the water is clear before turning on 
the hot water tap.

The council also suggested checking water 
clarity before using a washing machine, to 
prevent discoloured water staining laundry. If 
residents find their water is discoloured, the 
council suggests running the cold water taps for 
up to 15 minutes. 
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Don’t forget our
ON SELECTED PRODUCTS

GREAT BONUS OFFERS

IPAD AIR WIFIBIGDOG
CAMPING CHAIR

MILWAUKEE 
AIR HOCKEY TABLE

BIGDOG

GRAB A CATALOGUE TODAY

PROMO ENDS 30 SEPT 2016
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REECE PRODUCT CATALOGUE

ALL PRICES INCLUDE GST

WHILE STOCKS LAST

R750 DRAIN CLEANING

MACHINE KIT

6 PIECE M18

FUEL KIT

$4999
$1999

$10999
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