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Although it’s not part of our industry standards, many plumbing products in 
NZ still carry the WaterMark stamp of approval. Here’s what you need to 

know about the ‘W’ sticker and how it benefi ts you and your clients. 

WaterMark is Australia’s mandatory 
certifi cation scheme for ensuring 
plumbing installations and products are fi t 
for purpose and comply with the national 
Plumbing Code. With more plumbing 
equipment being imported into Australia 
(& New Zealand) than ever before, it can 
be easy to forget that product quality 
shouldn’t be taken for granted.

The scheme is administered by 
independent certifying authorities, 
which set high bars for safety and 
quality. In order to achieve certifi cation, 
the material or product must be 
manufactured in accordance with an 
approved Quality Assurance Program, 
tested by a recognised testing laboratory, 
and carry a warranty. Products found to 
make the grade are marked with the 
‘W’ logo and listed on the WaterMark 
Product Database.

If the logo looks familiar, it’s because 
Reece sell and recommend WaterMark 
certifi ed products along with other local 
supplier products that have Reece’s tick 
of approval. This is why, when a customer 
chooses Reece, they can be sure they’re 
buying a product that will last. 

Check it out at www.reece.co.nz
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Chair of the National Plumbing and Pipe-laying Standards Committee 
(NPPS) Darren Waith believes that half of new houses in New Zealand 
are laden with poor quality plumbing products. The country’s lax 
regulatory environment makes and easy dumping ground for cheap 
plumbing equipment imported from overseas and can be installed 
without restriction.

Mr Waith is supporting stronger legal standards 
to protect the integrity of the country’s industry 
and also human health. 

“Say for example, a brass fitting that goes 
behind the wall. What if that brass fitting’s full 
of lead, and that lead leaches into the water? 

Currently, an inspector can’t test that brass 
fitting as there’s no standard for them to 
recognise and measure against,” said Mr Waith. 

Master Plumbers Association Chief executive, 
Greg Wallace believes New Zealand must adopt 
its big brothers WaterMark system. In Australia 

it’s mandatory that pipes and other plumbing 
fittings be put through high-quality assessments 
before they are sold. 

“Master plumbers don’t want to put extra 
regulation on an already highly-regulated 
system. But we also don’t want someone 
turning up to us in five or 10 years with a leaky 
home situation, like we currently have in New 
Zealand,” said Mr Wallace. 

Mr Wallace said greater checking of fittings 
now would be more expensive, but could save 
money in the long run.

Dodgy plumbing 
gives NZ a bad rep

Source: radionz.co.nz/news/national/298848

The only gas fi tting in Australia 
approved for use with a 100% corrosion 
proof and fully reversible polymer 
compression sleeve, RAUTITAN ONE 
offers unrivalled adaptability each day. 
It’s 20% faster to install and increases 
compression tool battery life by 40%.

 

RAUTITAN ONE is REHAU’s universal brass fi tting for use 
with PE-X hot and cold water as well as gas applications. 

German 
Engineered. 
Without 
Compromise
REHAU has been creating highly innovative 
plumbing solutions for over 50 years and 
over that time they have continued to design, 
manufacture and test their products to 
precise standards. 

Manufactured in Germany using state of the art robotic technology, 
REHAU apply the world’s most advanced materials to craft products 
with tolerances of 100th of a millimetre. This attention to detail can 
be seen in their polymer fi ttings (fi ve times lighter than traditional 
brass fi ttings) and PE-Xa pipe. Pioneered in 1968 this pipe is made 
for strength, fl exibility and temperature resistance.

But of course water isn’t the only application REHAU cover. Their 
gas system is a combination of 100 per cent pressure tested fi ttings 
made from the highest quality DZR Brass and a multi-layered PEX-
Al-PE composite pipe, suitable for NG and LPG installations.

This absolute commitment to quality results in the very best user 
experience for its customers. For REHAU every joint must be as 
consistent and reliable as the last, guaranteeing fast, easy and 
safe installation - every time. It’s what drives them to produce 
the world’s most reliable technologies and stay at the forefront 
of technical excellence.

To learn more about REHAU, go to reece.com.au/REHAU

osion 

Gas
Fast, Easy and Safe
-
RAUTITAN for gas is specifi cally designed, 
tested and certifi ed for use with LPG and NG 
applications in Australia and New Zealand. 
The system uses (PEX-AI-PE) pipe and our 
universal polymer compression sleeve along 
with our RAUTITAN ONE brass fi tting ranging 
from 16mm to 40mm.

Water 
For Every Application
-
RAUTITAN offers a complete solution for 
water including our colour coded pipe range, 
RAUTITAN ONE brass fi ttings and polymer 
compression sleeves for use with all internal 
building water services. 

The Sleeve
Fits Everything
-
Our polymer compression sleeve is the 
fi rst and only sleeve suitable for use with 
gas in Australia. 100% corrosion proof and 
fully reversible, it’s 20% faster to install and 
increases compression tool battery life by 
40% over brass sleeves.
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The Health and Safety at Work 
Act is now in force, meaning 
more Kiwis make it home safely 
at the end of the working day. 

New health and safety rules introduced last 
month aim to reduce the annual workplace 
injury and death toll by 25 per cent by 2020. 
They come with guidance from WorkSafe New 
Zealand and a set of regulations intended to 
help small businesses understand what they 
need to do to comply.

So what are the changes? 

The Act’s key emphasis is on encouraging 
everyone in the workplace to be responsible 
for health and safety. One important change 
is a shift toward focusing on actions that 
reduce workplace harm rather than spotting 
trivial hazards. The Act also introduces the 
‘reasonably practicable’ test, which asks what 
safety steps a business can reasonably be 
expected to take. 

What’s more, it looks beyond the physical 
workplace to the conduct of work, ensuring 
safety expectations are tailored to what a 

business actually does. This approach aims 
to promote flexibility to suit business size 
and need, and support more effective 
worker engagement.

The new regulations pave the way for safer 
workplaces across New Zealand, says chief 
executive of the Master Builders Association 
and chairman of the Construction Safety 
Council, David Kelly. 

“One of the key things is making sure that your 
workers know what they are required to do and 
that they are competent in terms of their own 
knowledge and practice,” Mr Kelly says.

Getting
to know 
you 

Chris Williams, Branch 
Manager at the Reece 
Silverdale store.  

Q:  Tell us about yourself and 
your role at Reece.

I’ve just celebrated 30 years with 
Reece so this interview has come at 
a good time! I started with LG Carder 
in 1986 working as a rep on the road 
calling on plumbers. I managed their 
fi rst branch on the North Shore in 
Auckland and later when Reece and LG 
Carder merged I moved to the Reece 
showroom on Constellation Drive. 

I spent 20 years managing the Mairangi 
Bay store and then moved to the 
Silverdale store last December. We 
continued to build the business from 
new beginnings with Reece. There were 
originally only two LG Carder stores 
which has now grown to become nine 
Reece branches.

Q: Highlights of the job?
Meeting new people, great staff 
relationships and continuing to build 
the business. 

Q:  What is the most exciting 
thing about the Silverdale 
store?

Seeing it grow. This branch is a new 
challenge for us, so it’s great seeing 
what it needs and building it up.

Q: What’s the hot topic 
among your customers at 
the moment?
Our customers have been really excited 
about Auspex B-Press, which is great. 
We’re also introducing more VAP 
products, and the new piping system in 
the market has been a huge success. 

Q:  What are your plans for the 
next 12 months?

We’ll continue building the Silverdale 
branch, growing sales, meeting 
new customers and making new 
relationships. We’re also keen 
to expand again in the future … 
watch this space. 

Source: radionz.co.nz/news/national/298848/nz-’dumping-ground’-for-dodgy-building-products

Source: adsadvance.co.uk/zaun-fl ushes-out-super-sewer-security-scheme

How the new Health and Safety 
at Work Regulations affect you 

The barge will be used to prepare a new pier that 
will be used during the construction of the Super 
Sewer, which is being developed to provide a 
solution to pollution issues caused by the tens of 
millions of tonnes of sewage overflow that enters 
the Thames River every year.

The Super Sewer will intercept overflows 
from the 24 most polluting combined sewage 
overflows, before transferring the flows to east 
London for treatment. A 25 kilometre tunnel 
along which the overflows will be transported, 
is expected to begin construction in 2017 with 
completion by 2023.

London’s sewer system was constructed 
over 150 years ago by Sir Joseph Bazalgette. 
Although the brick-constructed tunnels are said 
to still be structurally sound, they were not built 
to manage the capacity that is required today.

For more information visit 
www.tideway.london/the-tunnel

London’s 4.2 billion pound (NZD 8.6 billion), seven-year Super Sewer project is underway with the 
placement of a crane-supporting barge on the river Thames.

INTERESTING FACTS

•  The existing Combined Sewage Overflow are 
open on average once a week and almost 40 
million cubic metres of sewage is emptied into 
the River Thames as a result each year.

•  The Thames Tideway Tunnel will be 7 metres in 
diameter and will be built between 25 – 65 
metres below ground.

•  The new system will also act as a storage tank, 
capable of containing up to 1.6 million cubic 
metres of sewage until it can be treated.

London gets 
a new Super 
Sewer
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It’s the 
Lonely 
Planet 
of loos
The fascination with toilets 
never ends and now you 
can even plan your holidays 
around top international loos.

The Lonely Planet recently published a new 
book, Toilets: A Spotter’s Guide, which gives 
you a pretty comprehensive guide to the 
world’s most glamorous – and gory – toilets.

From Japan’s high-tech WCs to dusty bush 
dunnies, all the lavs of the world are here.

We’re proud to say, New Zealand features 
prominently with some pretty impressive 
entries. There’s Wellington’s Lobster Loos 
complete with boggly eyes and two 
orange-clad tentacles.

The Red Woods Toilets at Rotorua also 
made it in. Created by Maori artist Kereama 
Taepa, they take inspiration from mountain 
birds – defi nitely something to Tweet about… 
should you visit!

Also hard to forget are the pouting public 
lavs at Matakana. It’s a face you’ll not soon 
forget and defi nitely worth a visit to see these 
glamorous loos with their luscious lips.

Grab the book and start planning your next 
visit. Bottoms up!

The
Crack

For the full list of price changes or if you have any queries, please see your 
Reece Branch Manager or visit www.reece.co.nz for further updates.

Supplier Products % Increase Date Effective

Parmco Sales Across All Products 5% May 2016

Waterware Group Bathroom Range Approx. 7.5% June 2016

Phoenix Tapware Various % Various % July 2016

Main Price Changes

Talking crap, good 
for your relationship?
Every relationship has its awkward 
moments, but talking about 
something as basic as our daily 
bowel movements needn’t be a 
tab-poo. In fact, it’s been shown 
that having the poo talk makes for 
a happier, more relaxed and more, 
ah, ‘solid’ union.

Troubling toilet times can often be a test, 
especially in a shared space. After all, there’s no 
mystery about this natural aspect of human life 
and really how long can you keep up a stealth 

poo regime when living with someone? It’s time 
to tackle this fi nal frontier of societal repression 
and clear the air.

The poop conversation involves an honest 
and open chat about how your bathroom 
routine works, what the other person should 
expect, and how to avoid any bathroom-related 
awkwardness. 

So next time you drop a ‘bomb’ speak the truth, 
have a laugh, and let your relationship reach a 
rare new intimacy milestone in the process. After 
all, the couple who can enjoy a good poo pun 
together can clearly survive anything.

Source: huffi ngtonpost.com

“Hey, babe, mind if I 
jump in the bathroom 
before we go out?”

“Oh, it’ll probably 
be a few minutes. 
I have to...”

“Yes, I have to poop. 
So, wait inside or 
you’ll catch a cold. 
Shouldn’t take more 
than 10 minutes.”

 “Sure! I’ll just 
wait outside.”

“Poop?”

“Cool! 
I love you.”

Source: 
stuff.co.nz/travel/themes/78788481/Toilet-spotting-
across-New-Zealand-and-the-world

There is nothing worse that being lost in a new town and needing the 
loo! Here’s some tips to help you navigate your way to the nearest loo.

Russia

Always carry extra coins 
for automated pay toilets in 
Eastern Europe and also to 
tip the cleaning attendant.

France

No, it’s not for you to wash 
your feet…it’s to clean 
you bottom! Many public 
European restrooms have 
a bidet to save on toilet 
paper.

Taiwan

For pay toilets in Taiwan, 
users pay for toilet paper 
not to use the toilet, so 
remember to carry around 
some tissues to avoid 
extra costs.  

Asia

When travelling around 
Asia get used to squat 
toilets as they’re 
everywhere (and are 
a great leg workout!).  

Japan

The Japanese very 
advanced with their loos – 
look out for built-in bidets 
and electronic toilet that 
self-flush and dispense 
the toilet paper for you. 

India

Most pay toilets cost two 
rupees and are operated 
by a social service 
operation that put the 
money back into improving 
India’s sanitation issues.

Your guide 
to navigating 
foreign dunnies

 Take your own 
collapsible umbrella 
in case the toilets 
are a little too open 
for your liking 

 

Always take toilet 
paper or tissues 
with you in case 
you get stuck with 
an empty roll

Hand sanitizer is 
mandatory to keep 
foreign germs at 
bay (go for the ones 
that contain 60% 
alcohol)

 Restaurants, 
historic sites and 
museums typically 
have free restrooms 
so be sure to use 
them to avoid fees

Other handy tips

Source sloan.com/download/packager/fi le?fi lename=international-guide-to-bathrooms.pdf
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Ultimate Ultimate 
F ishingF ishing
CharterCharter

Here's your 
chance to win the

From 1st June through 
to 31st August 2016 
purchase any Rinnai or 
HJ Cooper by Rinnai 
water product for 
your chance 
to WIN*

with every fi rst 
purchase you’ll 

receive a FREE Swiss 
Peak Multitool and 
after 5 purchases a 

FREE Weber Baby Q 
BBQ (Q1000) during 

the promo period.

PLUS

VALUED 

AT $399 RRPALUED 

T $399 RRP

*Terms and Conditions apply. Visit rinnai.co.nz/ripper


