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Lego down 
the loo
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Put away 
the work boots. 

The app advantage
The launch of the My Account app was a major 
milestone. With the fi rst rollout, we saw the 
introduction of the delivery tracking component 
of the app, which has seen positive feedback from 
customers that have used the function. We’re 
adding new features regularly to enhance the 
usefulness of the app. All designed to make 
your life easier and more productive.

More market leading brands
Throughout the year, we continued to align 
ourselves with world leading brands in the 
plumbing and bathroom space, and saw some 
exciting product launches in both categories. 
The introduction of more coloured tapware with 
the Milli ranges, which include colours such as 
rose gold and brushed gunmetal, has had 
fantastic feedback since its launch.

Last year we launched our crimp copper system, 
Conex Bänninger >B< Press. We have seen some 
great growth in customers using the product 
alongside Auspex and Duopex. The three systems 
combined have allowed our customers to have one 
tool for three systems - the Rothenberger Romax.

Commitment to product quality in the 
New Zealand industry 
PDANZ has done some great work through 2016 
in bringing mainstream media attention to the issue 
of poor quality products in the plumbing industry. 
Reece New Zealand have continued to help drive 
product quality in 2016 alongside PDANZ, to 
ensure our industry is the market leader in driving 
compliance. We will continue to assist with helping 
PDANZ raise awareness and improve the standards 
of product excellence by aligning ourselves with the 
best suppliers.

Thank you for your continued loyalty over 
the past year. From everyone at Reece, 
have a safe and happy Christmas.

Enjoy the break and get set for a big 2017. 
Because we have some exciting things 
in store for you.

Kind Regards

Mark Young
Region Leader Reece New Zealand

There is no doubt that Auckland is in a building boom and many of us are 
enjoying the growth that this brings. So as you change and grow, we have 
also continued to evolve our business in 2016 with a range of exciting 
initiatives big and small. A key part of this was enhancing the customer 
service experience, both in-store and online.

The power 
of water
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It’s jandal time.
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But wait,
there’s more!

Source: http://www.radionz.co.nz/news/national/
315876/waiouru-toilets-take-’best-loo’-throne

Last month we launched the new My Account App and told 
you about some of the great new features. Well now, as 
an early Christmas present, we’re announcing some more 
features to help you get the job done.

The My Account App is available for download for 
iPhone through the App Store. Download it now!

Account Balance
Check your account 
balance anywhere, 
anytime.

Invoice Search
View invoices on your 
mobile phone and 
search for invoices 
by job name, order 
number and date.

Store Finder
Wherever you are, 
the app will locate 
your nearest Reece 
store and provide you 
with directions and 
contact details. 

Delivery Tracker
Get status updates and 
delivery time estimates
on all your orders. 

Flashing Designer 
Roofi ng customers can 
use the App to draw 
fl ashings – including 
dimensions, colours 
and angles and directly 
email the details to their 
Reece branch.

Waiouru 
toilet crowned 
New Zealand’s 
best throne

A public toilet in Waiouru has 
fl ushed away the competition and 
been recognised as the best of its 
kind in the country.

The amenity was awarded the top honour as 
part of the Keep New Zealand Beautiful Awards, 
a campaign that is committed to keeping 
communities clean, safe, and above all, beautiful. 

Opened last year, the Waiouru facility was designed 
to mirror the façade of the National Army Museum 
across the road, and forms part of the council’s 
larger economic development strategy for the 
district of Ruapehu.

District council spokesperson Margaret Hawthorn 
said the newly built public toilet has been popular, 
and is attracting travellers in the area to stop rather 
than just drive through.

“It’s a very busy site and we believe the numbers 
have increased,” Margaret said. “They may increase 
exponentially now that we’ve won the best loo in 
New Zealand of course, because some people may 
not even realise there is a nice toilet there.”

There are plans to install door counters on the 
facility to monitor increased usage.

Business hadn’t 
been so good 
since the signwriter 
painted Santa’s ute. DRA INS  S INKS  CH IMNEYS
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We’ve been able to charge our electronic gadgets using solar power for a while. 
But what if there’s another natural source we could use?
A South Korean startup has revealed a hydropower 
device that uses the power of running water to 
charge phones and other electrical items. The 
Estream is portable – roughly the size of a water 
bottle and weighs less than two pounds.

The Estream generates power when submerged in 
running water. A rotating turbine creates electricity 
that is stored in the built-in 6,400 mAh battery, and 
takes around 4.5 hours to fully charge. At capacity 

the battery can power up to three smart phones 
or cameras. 

It might be impractical to use the unit while it’s 
charging, unlike solar devices, but the Estream can 
be charged overnight if left in running water nearby. 
It can also be attached to the end of a kayak or 
canoe, capturing the movement of the water 
and charge on the go.

For more after hours usability, the Estream doubles 
as a lantern that can be used both in and out of 
water, emitting two levels of light intensity, as well 
as strobe settings for signalling and SOS.

Estream is available for pre-order on Kickstarter, 
and is designed for use in freshwater only. 
Get your hands on this innovative power 
device from early 2017.

The power
of water

Tell us about yourself and your 
role at Reece.
About four years ago I started off with 
Reece working at our Mount Wellington 
branch. After spending a year there 
working and learning the ropes I was 
given the chance to take up the 2IC 
position here at Manukau and have 
been here ever since, recently becoming 
branch manager. It’s been a fun few years 
meeting a lot of great workmates and 
customers and looking forward to more 
of the same!

Highlights of the job?
The two best things I fi nd with the job 
are fi rstly, the relationships we build with 
our customers and being able to work 
together to help make their jobs in some 
way easier and secondly, seeing and 
being involved in helping my coworkers 
develop in their roles and within the 
company. 

What is the most exciting 
thing about working in the 
Manukau store?
The buzz of activity out South lately has 
been great and keeps us on our toes. 
We’ve got a diverse range of customers 
who are all really busy, and trying to 
capture all the opportunities from new 
housing to maintenance to bathroom 
renovations keeps it exciting.

What’s the hot topic among your 
customers at the moment?
With the Christmas season coming up, 
most guys are thinking about how they’re 
going to wind up the year (and celebrate 
it!). In terms of the plumbing industry, I’d 
say >B<Press is still what’s going off right 
now—every week it seems like somebody 
new is trying it out and the feedback 
we’ve received has been great.

What are your plans for the 
next 12 months?
Over the next 12 months the main plan 
will just be working together with our new 
team at Manukau to build on what we 
already have here and look forward to a 
big year ahead in 2017.

Getting
to know 
you 

We speak to the new branch 
manager Dan, to hear about his 
Reece journey and why he 
loves his job.

Dan Parfi tt, 
Branch Manager
Reece Manukau

Source: http://www.digitaltrends.com/outdoors/estream-hydropower-portable-charger/#/2

HOW TO
CREATE YOUR OWN
COMPOST-POWERED 
OUTDOOR SHOWER

1.  Begin with wood chips. The chips used 
for this shower were harvested for fi re 
control in the nearby area.

3.  Coil poly pipe through the layers of the 
compost as you create it. This keeps 
the water inside the warm pile to 
feed to the shower.

4.  Ensure the compost is thoroughly 
watered. The moisture helps to kick 
start the composting process.

5.  Once complete, the temperature of the 
compost will reach 45 degrees Celsius 
in two weeks, and stays that warm for 
up to 10 months.

2.  Build the compost in layers, ensuring 
to compact the material as you go.

45°C

Generate hot
water in your
backyard
Sustainable free hot showers are gaining new life thanks to a 
decades-old heating system developed by a French innovator.

The system developed by Jean Pain, who died in 1981, uses compost to harvest anaerobic energy 
to provide hot water and is operating at no cost in Margaret River, Western Australia. The unit is built 
annually at the Fair Harvest Permaculture Farm and can provide hot water to an outdoor
shower for up to 10 months.

Not bad for a collection of off-cuts and scraps!

Source: abc.net.au/news/2016-10-02/compost-hot-water-shower-build/7894588?WT.mc_id=newsmail



Toilet 
tower 
Taking 
fl ushed 
Lego to 

new 
heights

Some children just love to fl ush. 
If it’s Lego they’re fl ushing, they 
may have contributed to a
world record.

British insurance company Direct Line 
reports that 2.5 million Lego bricks have 
been fl ushed down the toilet by children 
under the age of 10. To put that into 
perspective, that’s a Lego tower over 
100 meters tall – three times the current 
world record of 35.05 metres, using an 
estimated 550,000 blocks. 

We’ve all felt the pain of stepping on a 
stray piece of Lego, but that’s nothing 
compared with the potential pain to 
our wallets. Flushed Lego – and other 
household items – can rack up a hefty 
plumbing bill through blockages and 
damage to pipes.

Lego bricks are only half your worry. Other 
children’s toys enjoying sewer swims 
include nearly 4.3 million Barbie and 
Bratz dolls, 4.2 million pens and crayons 
and 3.3 million puzzle and game pieces. 
Perhaps more worrying, are the 3.5 
million credit cards, 3.9 million keys and a 
terrifying 3 million mobile phones. That’s a 
lot of fl ushing! 

Want to avoid your drains being clogged 
with Barbie heads and Lego bricks? Install 
a lid lock on the loo, it will save you a right 
pain in the you-know-what down the line.

Source:
cnet.com/au/news/lego-fl ushed-toilet-by-brits-
build-a-world-record-tower-direct-line/ For the full list of price changes or if you have any queries, please see your 

Reece Branch Manager or visit reece.co.nz for further updates.Main Price Changes

Introducing the new 
Milli ranges

The
Crack
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Milli Pure

As the name suggests, the Milli Pure range 
is designed for a beautiful and minimal 
aesthetic, in line with the current trends 
around the world. The new range features 
a variety of installation options to suit any 
bathroom need. Four luxe finishes are 
available: chrome, matte black, rose gold 
and brushed gunmetal.

Features

• Concealed aerator

• ½ turn progressive cartridge wall mixers

•  ½ turn ceramic disc tap 
recessed spindles

• Matching accessory and shower offering

• 7 year warranty

Milli Axon

The Milli Axon range is described as a 
fashion forward collection with fine lines 
inspired by European trends. It has a unique 
two-tone design to provide a centrepiece for 
the bathroom. The range is now available in 
a rose gold finish, the colour of the season. 

Features

•  On-trend combination of rose gold and 
matte black

• Progressive cartridge

• 7 Year warranty 

Milli Glance

Milli Glance is a chic and sassy collection 
that allows freedom of expression in the 
bathroom. The soft square design features 
both crisp edges and organic curves, adding 
character. Available in a diverse range of new 
on-trend finishes, there’s a Milli Glance for 
every bathroom look. 

Features

•  Full range of mixers, tapware 
and accessories 

•  Available in chrome, matte black, 
gunmetal, brushed nickel and rose gold

• 25mm cartridge

• 7 year warranty 

Christmas Trading Hours
Date Opening Hours

Saturday, 24 December 2016 All Branches Closed

Sunday, 25 December 2016 All Branches Closed

Monday, 26 December 2016 All Branches Closed

Tuesday, 27 December 2016 All Branches Closed

Wednesday, 28 December 2016 Normal Hours

Thursday, 29 December 2016 Normal Hours

Date Opening Hours

Friday, 30 December 2016 Normal Hours

Saturday, 31 December 2016 All Branches Closed

Sunday, 1 January 2017 All Branches Closed

Monday, 2 January 2017 All Branches Closed

Tuesday, 3 January 2017 All Branches closed

Wednesday, 4 January 2017 Normal Hours

Supplier Products % Increase Date Effective

Iplex Pipelines NZ Alkathene & Novatube ranges only Various % 1 December 2016

Merquip Boiling and chilled water Approx 3.5% 1 January 2017

Newtech Bathroom vanities - some products only 1-3% 1 January 2017


